
Fabric and Mesh Produce Bags
Original Pattern by Carole Carter

From My Carolina Home

These bags are great for taking to farmer's markets and
produce stands to hold my purchases.  One big benefit of
the mesh is it allows those pesky little gnats to escape so I
don't bring them home with the vegetables.  You can hang
the bags in your pantry to keep onions and potatoes as the
mesh allows for some air circulation.  

Cut the following pieces from fabric, mesh and webbing.  I am using a thinner cotton webbing, as it 
works for both the handle and the drawstring. But a polyester would do fine and if it is too heavy for a 
drawstring, just substitute cording.

Fabric - (top) 7 x 15 inches, cut 2 pieces; (bottom) 10 x 15 inches, cut 2 pieces
Mesh - 10 x 15 inches, cut 2 pieces
Handle webbing - 1-inch wide x 55 inches long, cut 2 pieces
Drawstring - cut one 40-inches long

Begin with the top pieces.  Fold over the short ends 1/4-inch and press.  Fold over 1/4-inch again 
enclosing the raw edge.

Stitch the fold.

Then, just like you do for a pillowcase, meet the raw edges of the
right side of the fabric with the 15-inch side of the mesh.  Roll up
the mesh, then bring the bottom of the fabric over the roll and
meet raw edges together.  Note that the mesh will be longer than
the top piece now, this is correct.  Make sure the overhang is 1/2-
inch on each side.

Pin the roll so that the layers don't shift. Sew with a quarter inch
seam along the raw edge. Pull out the mesh and press. Repeat for
the other top and mesh.

We'll do the same thing for the bottom fabric section.  Lay out the bottom fabric, meet the remaining 
raw edge of the mesh with it, then roll up the mesh/top and pull the bottom raw edge over meeting raw 
edges.  Take care with directional prints that the right side up is on the same side as the upper section.

Pin along the raw edge to be sure the layers don't shift. Stitch. Note the mesh is equal with the sides this
time.

On the top fabric section, stitch a channel for the draw string.  Stitch one line very close to the top edge,
about 1/4-inch from the edge.  Then stitch a second line about 2 inches away to form the channel.  
Repeat for the other unit.



Next, pin the handles in place on both sections. Place the raw edge
of the handle webbing on the bottom of the bag unit, three and a
half inches from the side. Using the grid on a cutting mat, pin the
handle straight up to the top. Pin back down the other side ending
at the bottom again, 3-1/2 inches from the edge.  Be sure the
handle isn't twisted.

Stitch from the bottom. Pivot at bottom of channel, stitch across,
then back down to the bottom.  Repeat for the other end of the
webbing.  Do not stitch across the channel. Repeat for the other unit. Note that the unfinished edge of 
the webbing is even with the finished edge of the bag unit.  This is correct.

Next, enclose the side seams with a French seam.  Begin with the two bag units wrong sides together, 
stitch the mesh and bottom unit with a 1/4-inch seam.  Stitch ONLY the mesh and bottom fabric panel. 
Do not stitch the top unit.  This will bring the sides even. 

Turn the bag wrong side out, and stitch the side seams again 1/4-inch from the edge, enclosing the raw 
edges.  Stitch only the mesh and down to the bottom. As you get to the to the bottom, pivot and sew 
across the bottom. Pivot again when you get to the other side and stitch up to the top section on the 
mesh only. Turn bag right side out.  Topstitch from the channel seam down to the mesh along the 
topstitching you did in the first step.

Using a bodkin or a large safety pin, thread the drawstring through the channel on one side, then loop 
around to the other side and thread through that channel. Tie a knot in the drawstring. 
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